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Comparative Genocide (INST 4011) 
Winter 2017 

 
Instructor: Dr. Marie Berry 

 
Josef Korbel School of International Studies 

Tuesdays, 9:00 – 11:50 am  
Sie Complex Room #2015 

marie.berry@du.edu 
 
 

Office Hours: Wednesdays, 1:00 – 3:00 PM 
Office: 1142 

Sign up for office hours here: http://bit.ly/1iK2O1U 
 

 
Welcome to INST 4011, Comparative Genocide. 
 
Why study genocide? 
 
Violence is, and will continue to be, a central feature of our social world. Despite repeated choruses 
of “never again,” genocides and campaigns of widespread atrocities have occurred with alarming 
frequency since the Nazi Holocaust during WWII. This course introduces you to this depressing—
but important—topic by examining the historical origins, patterns, and legacies of contemporary 
genocides around the world. We begin with the UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 
of the Crime of Genocide in 1948, which legally codified the definition of genocide and compelled 
ratifying parties to prevent its reoccurrence. We will discuss the definitional and analytical challenges 
facing this subject, as well as academic and policy debates regarding how to define and prevent 
genocide. We will also pay particular attention to how mass atrocities end and how they might be 
prevented.  
 
This class is of particular importance in 2017, in aftermath of the 2016 U.S. Presidential election, 
which saw the rise of hate speech and acts against people of color, immigrants, religious minorities, 
and LGBTQIA+ people (see the Southern Poverty Law Center). Many people are worried, many 
people are alarmed. This is not because racist, Islamophobic, or xenophobic language did not exist 
before the election; rather, it is because we do not know where such speech and acts will take us. In 
this class, we will trace the origins of contemporary genocides to better understand when and how 
hateful rhetoric and politicized ethnicities, when combined with authoritarian leadership, can 
culminate in massive violations of civil liberties, or worse. We will also talk about how and when 
institutions, civil society, and a free press can serve as important bulwarks against such violence.  
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To do so, this class will ground theoretical debates in empirical case studies. The course is roughly 
divided into three sections: (1) Why genocides and mass atrocities occur; (2) empirical case studies 
of mass atrocities—including Cambodia (1975-1979), Guatemala (1981-1983), Rwanda (1994), 
Bosnia (1992-1995), Darfur (2003-5), and East Timor (1975-1979, 1999); and (3) Why genocides 
and mass atrocities end, and what comes next. Throughout the course we will also look at other 
cases of violence, such as recent (and ongoing) violence in Burma, Syria, Central African Republic, 
and Iraq, to weigh whether genocide might be occurring in each context, and to debate the pros and 
cons of understanding some cases of mass violence as analytically distinct forms of violence.  
 
*NOTE: Before the first class, please read Samantha Power, A Problem from Hell: America and the Age 
of Genocide. New York: Basic Books, 2002, pages 1-85. This book brought tremendous attention to 
the study of genocide when it was released, and has shaped many of the policy and academic 
discussions on the topic in the years since.   
 
 
Course objectives: 
 
Overall, the goal of this seminar is to introduce you to the comparative study of genocide, theories 
of why genocides occur, and challenges facing efforts to prevent genocides and other grave 
violations of human rights in the future. By the end of the course, students should be able to answer 
the following questions: 

•   What constitutes genocide? Why is there disagreement about what genocide is? Why did 
genocide occur in the cases we study? What processes are involved? To what extent does 
ethnicity play a part? Politics? Economic conditions? 

•   Is genocide a distinctly modern phenomenon?  
•   How can genocide be gendered, racialized, and classed? 
•   How is genocide different from other forms of mass violence or grave human rights 

violations? Is it? What are the pros and cons of understanding it as a unique form of mass 
violence?  

•   How does power operate in the process of naming some episodes of violence to be 
“genocide” while others are more “legitimate” forms of war? What hierarchies of 
victimhood may result, and how do they matter? 

•   What might be done to prevent genocide? How can genocide be stopped once it starts? 
•   What are some of the effective strategies of pursuing justice and securing peace in the 

aftermath? 
 
Requirements: 
 
Participation (15%): This seminar will be driven by the active and thoughtful participation of all 
students. You must come to class prepared to discuss the readings and ready to comment on the 
specifics of each case we study. While I don’t take attendance, I do notice who shows up ready to 
participate.  
 
Assignments (3 essays, 15% each): You will write three short essays during the course of the 
quarter. These will be approximately 750-1,000 words each. These essays will be critical reflections 
of the readings and subject matter in a given week, and you will be able to choose the three sets of 
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readings you will write about. These three essays may be submitted at any point during the quarter, 
but must be submitted in hard copy at the beginning of class on day the readings you write about are 
due. They should not attempt to summarize all of the readings for that week, but should rather 
select one or two themes presented by the readings and explore the theme in more depth. A critical 
approach is encouraged. 
 
For example, during week 3, you might choose to write your response essay on the social and 
economic conditions in Cambodia that led to the genocide; alternatively, you might apply some of 
the theories of genocide we learned about in weeks 1 and 2 to the Cambodia case.  
 
Note: While the essays should focus on the current week’s readings, you are encouraged to make 
links between other weeks and readings. 
 
Final paper (40%): The capstone assignment for the course is an analytical paper of approximately 
3,500 words. This paper will critically engage one thematic topic (e.g. women as perpetrators of 
genocide, or the politicization of ethnic differences) across cases, or within one specific case of 
violence (e.g. Rwanda, Cambodia, Guatemala). This paper should not simply summarize the 
readings, but should rather make an argument. I will provide additional details in class, and I 
encourage each student to discuss your topic with me at some point in the quarter. DUE MARCH 
15th by 5 pm online through Canvas. Each day late loses 10% of your final grade, no 
exceptions.  
 
Readings, films, and articles: The weekly readings and lectures are designed to introduce you to 
the theoretical and substantive issues related to contemporary genocide. In each week, I list the 
assigned readings as well as additional suggested readings that may be useful to you if you are writing 
your short essay that particular week. Moreover, the general texts may be referenced at any point 
during the course. 
 

My classroom commitment: 

This class will be intellectually rigorous and personally challenging for many of us. We will be 
critiquing reading materials about grave human rights violations, state-sanctioned murder, racism, 
and sexual violence. These topics can be intellectually and emotionally triggering and exhausting. I 
will do my best to add a “Content Note” (“*CN”) to materials on the syllabus which may be 
particularly difficult for some students. That said, please be aware that the entire class deals with 
difficult topics related to violence. I invite you to skip readings, take time out from class, skip class, 
and generally take care of yourself if the topics become too overwhelming or if you are experiencing 
any sort of distress. I am always available to discuss your needs further.  

In addition, please note that I do not expect you to share the intellectual position of the authors of 
the course readings, me (the instructor), or your classmates. Instead, I ask you to thoughtfully 
analyze the arguments of the texts using the provided empirical evidence, assume that all of your 
classmates are doing the best they can at this point in time, and engage in thoughtful, informed 
discussion.  

As your instructor, I unconditionally reject every form of bigotry, discrimination, hateful rhetoric, 
and hateful action, whether directed towards one’s race, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
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religion, national origin, disability, citizenship, political views, socioeconomic status, veteran status, 
or immigration status, in class and out. For any member of this class (or the wider DU community) 
who may feel fear or oppression, my doors are open and I am ready to help. 
 
I also affirm people of all gender expressions and gender identities. If you prefer to be called a 
different name than what is indicated on the class roster, please let me know. Feel free to correct me 
on your preferred gender pronoun. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
If there are any ways that I can make your experience in this class, and at Korbel in general, more 
safe and supportive, please reach out (inside my office hours or out).  

Honor Code 
All students are expected to abide by the University of Denver Honor Code. These expectations 
include the application of academic integrity and honesty in your class participation and assignments.  

Students with Disabilities 
If you have a disability/medical issue protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and need to request accommodations, please visit the 
Disability Services Program website. You may also call (303) 871-2372, or visit us in person on the 
4th floor of Ruffatto Hall; 1999 E. Evans Ave., Denver, CO. 

 
CORE TEXTS:  
* Any edition is fine for each book; several are available online through the DU library. All 
non-core readings will be provided on the course Canvas website in PDF format. 
 
Bridget Conley-Zilkic (Ed.), (2016). How Mass Atrocities End: Studies from Guatemala, Burundi, Indonesia, 
the Sudans, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Iraq. New York: Cambridge University Press.1  
 
Samantha Power, (2002). A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide. New York: Basic Books. 
(Book available online through DU library) 
 
Geoffrey Robinson, (2011). “If You Leave Us Here, We Will Die” – How Genocide Was Stopped in East 
Timor. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
 
Scott Straus, (2015). Making and Unmaking Nations: War, Leadership, and Genocide in Modern Africa. 
Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. (Book available online through DU library) 
 
Marie Beatrice Umutesi, (2004). Surviving the Slaughter: The Ordeal of a Rwandan Refugee in Zaire. 
Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press. (Book available online through DU library)  
 
Benjamin Valentino, (2005). Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century. Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press. (Book available online through DU library) 

                                                
1 I apologize that this text is very expensive! There is a digital copy available and I encourage you to 
share with your classmates.  
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Highly recommended but not required:  
 
Michael Mann, (2005). The Dark Side of Democracy. New York: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan, (2003). The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective. 
New York: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Samuel Totten, William Parsons, and Isral Charny, (2004). Century of Genocide: Critical Essays and 
Eyewitness Accounts, New York: Taylor & Francis.  
 
 
Additional Research Resources: 
 
International Crisis Group: www.crisisweb.org 
 
Genocide Prevention Task Force, US Institute of Peace: 
http://www.usip.org/publications/genocide-prevention-task-force 
 
Atrocities Prevention Board: http://endgenocide.org/learn/preventing-future-genocides/the-
atrocities-prevention-board/ 
Amnesty International: www.amnesty.org 
 
Human Rights Watch: www.hrw.org 
 
International Criminal Court: http://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Online Encyclopedia of Mass Violence: http://massviolence.org/ 
 
Electronic Information System for International Law: 
http://www.eisil.org/index.php?sid=4ails&cat=492&t=sub_pages 
 
The National Security Archive: https://www2.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/ 
 
Yale Genocide Program: http://gsp.yale.edu/ 
 
 
PART I: WHY GENOCIDES AND MASS ATROCITIES OCCUR  
 
Week 1 (1/3/17): Introduction to Genocide: Past to Present  
 
Questions: What is genocide? How do different people define it? What is the history of the term, 
and how has the term affected policy? Where does the concept come from? How was it defined in 
1948, and why? What are the cases typically known as genocide? What are some lesser known 
genocides? 
 
Reading due: 
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Samantha Power, (2002). A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide. New York: Basic Books, 
pages 1-85. 
 
In class readings (feel free to get a head start before class): 
 
Rafael Lemkin. “Genocide: A Modern Crime,” Free World, Vol. 4 (April, 1945), p. 39- 43 
Available at: http://www.preventgenocide.org/lemkin/freeworld1945.htm 
 
United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, December 9, 
1948. Available at: www.hrweb.org/legal/genocide.html 
 
Gareth Evans & Mohamed Sahnoun, (2002). “The Responsibility to Protect.” Foreign Affairs, 81(6):99-110.  
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20033347 

Genocide Prevention Task Force. “Preventing Genocide: A Blueprint for U.S. Policymakers.” 
Washington, DC: American Academy of Diplomacy, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
and US Institute for Peace, 2008. 

 
Week 2 (1/10/17): Theories of genocide, nativism, and mass killings throughout history 
 
Questions: Why does genocide happen? How has the Nazi Holocaust shaped the understanding of 
genocide in its aftermath? What are different author’s explanations? Is it possible to compare 
genocides? Is genocide a modern phenomenon? Why or why not? How should we understand “pre-
modern” genocide?  How should we understand settler colonialism? 
 
Readings due: 
 
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, (2014). An Indigenous People’s History of the United States. New York: Beacon 
Press. Introduction (“This Land”).  
 
Benjamin Valentino. “Introduction: Mass Killing in Historical and Theoretical Perspective” and 
Chapter 1, “Mass Killing and Genocide,” in Final Solutions. p. 1-29. 
  
Scott Straus. Making and Unmaking of Nations. Introduction and Part I: Concepts and Theory. p. 1-88.  
 
Michael Mann. “The Argument” and “Ethnic Cleansing in Former Times” in The Dark Side of 
Democracy, New York: Cambridge University Press. p. 1-54. (via course reserves) 
 
 
Optional additional readings: 
 
Christopher R. Browning. Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland. New 
York: Harper Collins, 1993, p. xv-xx, 1-2, 159-189. 
 
Patrick Wolfe. (2006). “Settler Colonialism and the Elimination of the Native.” Journal of Genocide 
Research, 8(4): 387-409.  
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Eric Weitz. “The Modernity of Genocides: War, Race and revolution in the Twentieth Century,” in 
Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan, eds. The Specter of Genocide. p. 53-74. 
 
Scott Straus. “Contested Meanings and Conflicting Imperatives: A Conceptual Analysis of 
Genocide.” Journal of Genocide Research, 2001.  
 
Ben Kiernan. “Twentieth Century Genocides: Underlying Ideological Themes from Armenia to East 
Timor,” in Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan, eds. The Specter of Genocide. p. 29-52. 
 
 
PART II: EMPIRICAL CASES  
 
Week 3 (1/17/17): Cambodia and other Communist mass killings 
 
Themes: Ideology, U.S. Foreign Policy 
 
Questions: What allowed the Khmer Rouge to come to power in Cambodia? What explanations to 
scholars, survivors, and perpetrators offer for these events? What has been the legacy of genocide in 
Cambodia? 
 
Readings due: 
 
Samantha Power, “Chapter 6: Cambodia,” in A Problem From Hell, p. 87-154. 
 
Benjamin Valentino. “Communist Mass Killings,” in Final Solutions, p. 91-152.  

Molyda Szymusiak. The Stones Cry Out: A Cambodian Childhood 1975-1980. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1999, p. 3-13 and 113-119. (via course reserves) 

Michael Mann. Chapter 11, “Communist Cleansing: Stalin, Mao, and Pol Pot,” in The Dark Side of Democracy, 
p. 318-352.  
 
Optional additional readings/resources: 
 
Alex Hinton, (2005). Why Did They Kill? Cambodia in the Shadow of Genocide, University of California 
Press. Chapter 1.  
 
Ben Kiernan. “The Cambodian Genocide 1975-79,” in Totten and Parsons, eds. Century of Genocide, p. 341-
411.  
 
Cambodian Genocide Program at Yale University, curated by Ben Kiernan. http://www.yale.edu/cgp/ 
 
Recommended Film: The Killing Fields 
 
 
Week 4 (1/24/17): Guatemala 
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Questions: What happened in Guatemala between 1981-1983? What explanations to scholars, 
survivors, and perpetrators offer for these events? What has been the legacy of genocide in 
Guatemala? 
 
Themes: Global politics, the Cold War 
 
Readings due: 
 
Benjamin Valentino. 2004. “Counterguerilla Mass Killings: Guatemala and Afghanistan.” In Final 
Solutions. p. 196-233. 
 
Roddy Brett, (2016). “Guatemala: The Persistence of Genocidal Logic Beyond Mass Killing.” In 
Why Mass Atrocities End, p. 29-55. 
 
UN Commission on Historical Clarification in Guatemala Report: 
http://www.aaas.org/sites/default/files/migrate/uploads/mos_en.pdf 
 
 
Additional optional readings: 
 
Genocide Studies Program, Yale University. http://www.yale.edu/gsp/guatemala/index.html 
 
National Security Archive: http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/guatemala/genocide/index.htm & 
http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB15/index.html 
 
Human Rights Watch. 2013. Guatemala: Rios Montt Convicted of Genocide. 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/05/10/guatemala-rios-montt-convicted-genocide 
 
Steinberg, Michael, Carrie Height, Rosemary Mosher, and Matthew Bampton. (2006). “Mapping 
massacres: GIS and state terror in Guatemala.” Geoforum: 37, p. 62-68.  
 
Shoah Foundation, Short survivor testimonies: https://sfi.usc.edu/collections/guatemalan 
 
 
 
Week 5 (1/31/17): Rwanda 
 
Questions: What happened in Rwanda in 1994? What explanations to scholars, survivors, and 
perpetrators offer for these events? What has been the legacy of genocide in Rwanda? In 
neighboring DRC? What have been the implications of the genocide and civil war for international 
law? 
 
Readings due: 
 
Catherine Newbury, (1995). “Background to Genocide.” Issue: A Journal of Opinion, 23(2): 12-17. (via 
course reserves) 
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Scott Straus, (2015). “Chapter 9: Fighting for the Hutu Revolution in Rwanda,” in Making and 
Unmaking Nations, P. 273-321. 
 
Lee Ann Fujii. (2009). Killing Neighbors: Webs of Violence in Rwanda. Ithaca: Cornell University Press 
2009.  Chapter 3. (via course reserves) 
 
Marie Beatrice Umutesi, Surviving the Slaughter: The Ordeal of a Rwandan Refugee in Zaire. Chapters 1-3 
required, whole book recommended. Book available online through DU library.  
 

Additional Optional Readings: 

Scott Straus. 2006. The Order of Genocide: Race, Power, and War in Rwanda. Ithaca, NY: 
Cornell University Press.  

Alison Des Forges. “Leave None to Tell the Story”: Genocide in Rwanda. New York: Human Rights Watch, 1999. 

Adam Jones. “Gender and Genocide in Rwanda,” Journal of Genocide Research, 2002.  

Jean Hatzfeld. Machete Season: The Killers in Rwanda Speak. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2005. 

Gérard Prunier. The Rwanda Crisis: History of a Genocide. New York: Columbia University Press, 1997. 

René Lemarchand. “The 1994 Rwanda Genocide,” in Totten and Parsons, eds. Century of Genocide, p. 483-
504. 

Recommended film: Sometimes in April 
 

Week 6 (2/7/17): Bosnia-Herzegovina  

Themes: Formal, international justice initiatives; art and resistance  

Questions: What happened in Bosnia in between 1992-1995? Was it a civil war or genocide? What 
are acts of genocide? Was Srebrenica unique in Bosnia? What explanations to scholars, survivors, 
and perpetrators offer for these events? What has been the legacy of genocide in and war in Bosnia? 
For international law? 
 
Readings due: 

Samantha Power. “Chapter 11: Bosnia.” A Problem from Hell, p. 391-441.  

Ivana Maček, (2009). “Death and Creativity in Wartime.” in Sarajevo Under Siege, University of Pennsylvania 
Press. Chapter 2: p. 34-62. (via course reserves) 
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Bridget Conley-Zilkic, (2016). “Bosnia-Herzegovina: Endings Real and Imagined,” in How Mass Atrocities 
End, Chapter 5 (p. 150-180).   

Annika Bjorkdahl, (2012). “A Gender-Just Peace? Exploring the Post-Dayton Peace Process in 
Bosnia.” Peace & Change, 37(2): 286-317. (via course reserves) 

Optional Additional Reading: 

Michael Mann, Chapters 12 & 13, “Yugoslavia I & II,” in The Dark Side of Democracy, p. 353-428. 

Eric Weitz, “Serbia and the Bosnian War,” in A Century of Genocide. P. 190-236. 

Recommended films:  
 
Calling the Ghosts: A Story about Rape, War, and Women;  
I Came to Testify;  
The Perfect Circle 
Grbavica  
No Man’s Land 
 
 
Week 7 (2/14/17): East Timor, Papua (Indonesia) | Darfur and the Sudans 
 
Theme: International Intervention 
 
Questions: What happened in East Timor? What explanations to scholars, survivors, and 
perpetrators offer for these events? What has been the legacy of genocide in East Timor? What 
happened in Sudan in the 1980s, and Darfur beginning in 2003? What explanations to scholars, 
survivors, and perpetrators offer for these events? How have efforts to stop the violence been 
successful (or not)? How does the definition of genocide complicate international attention on this 
crisis? Is the crisis in Darfur a “genocide”? Does it matter? Should it matter? 
 
Readings due: 
 
Geoffrey Robinson. “If You Leave Us Here, We Will Die” – How Genocide Was Stopped in East 
Timor. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2010. *Whole book.*   
 
Claire Smith, (2016). “Indonesia: Two similar civil wars; two different endings,” in Why Mass 
Atrocities End, p. 83-120.  
 
Scott Straus, Chapter 8, “Endangered Arab-Islamic Nationalism in Sudan,” in Making and Unmaking 
Nations, p. 232-272.  

Alex De Waal, (2016). “Sudan: Patterns of Violence and Imperfect Endings,” in Why Mass Atrocities End, p. 
121-149.  

Optional additional readings: 
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Amnesty International, East Timor: Violations of Human Rights, London: Amnesty International 
Publications, 1985.  
 
National Security Archive. “East Timor Revisited: Ford, Kissinger and the Indonesian Invasion, 1975-76.” 
http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB62/ *Contains declassified information about US 
involvement with Indonesia during the 1970s 
 
Michele Turner, (1992). Telling East Timor: Personal Testimonies, 1942-1992. Kensington Australia: 
NSW University Press, p. 109-12, 171-74.  
 
John Hagan and Wenona Rymond-Richmond. “The Collective Dynamics of Racial Dehumanization 
and Genocidal Victimization in Darfur.” American Sociological Review, 2008.  

Rene Lemarchand. “Unsimplifying Darfur,” Genocide Studies and Prevention, 2006: v. 1, no. 1: p. 1-12. 

Samuel Totten. “The Darfur Genocide,” in Totten and Parsons, eds. Century of Genocide, p. 587-602. 

Gérard Prunier. Darfur: The Ambiguous Genocide. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2005. 

Recommended films: Balibo  
 
 
 
PART III: WHY MASS ATROCITIES END (& WHAT HAPPENS NEXT) 
 
Week 8 (2/21/17): Grappling with the “politics of naming,” the genocide debate, and how 
mass atrocities end 
 
Bridget Conley-Zilkic, (2016). When Mass Atrocities End, Chapter 1 (p. 1-28) 

Mahmood Mamdani. “Responsibility to Protect or Right to Punish?” Journal of Intervention and 
Statebuilding. v4(1): 53-67. 
 
Alex De Waal. (2016). “Writing Human Rights and Getting It Wrong.” Boston Review. 
https://bostonreview.net/world/alex-de-waal-writing-human-rights 

Alex Hinton, (2012). “Critical Genocide Studies.” Genocide Studies and Prevention: An International 
Journal, 1(3): 4-15.  

 

Week 9 (2/28/17): Why atrocities stop – or don’t  

Cases: Ongoing conflicts in Iraq, Syria, CAR 
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Questions: How is genocide prevented? How is it stopped? Have international interventions been successful 
in ending genocide? What are the arguments for or against intervention? What role to international 
organizations play in efforts to stop genocide? What factors might impede or facilitate their efforts? What is 
the “Responsibility to Protect” doctrine? 

Readings due: 

Fanar Haddad, (2016). “Iraq: Atrocity as Political Capital,” in Why Mass Atrocities End. p. 181-210.  

Scott Straus. Chapter 5, “Retreating from the brink in Cote d’Ivoire,” in Making and Unmaking Nations., p. 
123-168.  
 
Benjamin Valentino. Conclusion, “Anticipating and Preventing Mass Killings,” in Final Solutions, p. 234-253. 
 
Optional: 
 
Scott Straus. Chapter 6 and 7: “The Politics of Dialogue in Mali” and “Pluralism and Accommodation in 
Senegal.” In Making and Unmaking Nations, p. 169-204; 205-231.  

Week 10 (3/7/17): What happens next: Promoting peace, justice, and reconciliation in the 
aftermath of atrocities 

Questions: After violence has ended, what happens next? What should the priorities of the international 
community be? What is the difference between truth, justice and reconciliation? Can these goals be pursued 
at the same time? What are the benefits of pursing restorative versus retributive justice? 

All readings optional; more may be added. 

Samantha Power. “Lemkin’s Courtroom Legacy,” in A Problem from Hell. Chapter 13.  
 
Kathryn Sikkink, (2014). Justice Cascade: How Human Rights Prosecutions are Changing World Politics. New York: 
W. W. Norton & Co., 2014. Selections.  
 
Martha Minnow, (1999). Between Vengeance and Forgiveness: Facing History after Genocide and Mass Violence. 
Beacon. 
 
Claire Moon, (2009). “Healing Past Violence: Traumatic Assumptions and Therapeutic Interventions in War 
and Reconciliation.” Journal of Human Rights, 8: 71-91. 
 
 
FINAL PAPER DUE via Canvas on March 15th at 5 pm. Please upload your file to Turnitin as well.  


